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When the court will adjourn proceedings or a hearing in proceedings
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Summary
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Interpretation
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Preamble and interpretation
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Annex
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FPR 4.1(6)
Requirement of original due diligence
Variation
Case management and interlocutory orders
Reconsideration of judgment prior to sealing order
Joinder
Altering time limits
Consolidation
Conditions
Court acting on its own initiative
Power to strike out a statement of case
Debarring orders
Duplicative claims
Cause of action and issue estoppel
Procedural abuse: collateral attack
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The court’s general powers of management
Court officer’s power to refer to the court
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PRACTICE DIRECTION 4A: STRIKING OUT A STATEMENT OF CASE
Introduction
Examples of cases within the rule
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General provisions
Applications for orders under rule 4.4(1)
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Introduction
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Overview
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RULES
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Scope and interpretation
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Chapter 1: Scope and interpretation
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Chapter 6: Statements of truth
PRACTICE DIRECTION 5C: COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE COURT

PART 6: SERVICE
COMMENTARY
Overview
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RULES
Chapter 1: Scope of this Part and interpretation
Part 6 rules about service apply generally
Interpretation
Chapter 2: Service of the application for a matrimonial order or civil partnership order in the jurisdiction
Service of the application by an alternative method or at an alternative place
Chapter 3: Service of documents other than an application for a matrimonial order or civil partnership order in the United Kingdom
Method of service
Who is to serve
Personal service
Address for service
Change of address for service

Service of an application form commencing proceedings on children and protected parties
Service of other documents on or by children and protected parties where a litigation friend has been or will be appointed
Service on or by children where a children’s guardian has been or will be appointed under rule 16.4
Service on or by children where a children’s guardian has been appointed under rule 16.3
Supplementary provisions relating to service on children and protected parties
Supplementary provision relating to service on children
Deemed service
Service by an alternative method or at an alternative place
Power to dispense with service
Certificate of service
Notification of outcome of service by the court
Notification of non-service by bailiff
Chapter 4: Service out of the jurisdiction
Scope and interpretation
Permission to serve not required
Period for acknowledging service or responding to application where application is served out of the jurisdiction
Method of service – general provisions
Service through foreign governments, judicial authorities and British Consular authorities
Procedure where service is to be through foreign governments, judicial authorities and British Consular authorities
Translation of application form or other document
Undertaking to be responsible for expenses of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
PRACTICE DIRECTION 6A: SERVICE WITHIN THE JURISDICTION
General Provisions
Scope of this Practice Direction
When service may be by document exchange
How service is effected by post, an alternative service provider or DX
Service by fax or e-mail
Service on members of the Regular Forces and United States Air Force
Application for an order for service by an alternative method or at an alternative place
Applications for an order to dispense with service
Deemed service of a document other than an application for a matrimonial or civil partnership order
Service of application on children and protected parties
Annex
PRACTICE DIRECTION 6B: SERVICE OUT OF THE JURISDICTION
Scope of this Practice Direction
Documents to be filed under rule 6.46(2)
Service in a Commonwealth State or British Overseas Territory
Period for responding to an application form
Service of application notices and orders
Period for responding to an application notice
Further information
PRACTICE DIRECTION 6C: DISCLOSURE OF ADDRESSES BY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 13 FEBRUARY 1989 [AS AMENDED BY PRACTICE
DIRECTION 20 JULY 1995]
(1) Department of Social Security
(2) [Office for National Statistics]
(3) Passport Office
(4) Ministry of Defence

PART 7: PROCEDURE FOR APPLICATIONS IN MATRIMONIAL AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP PROCEEDINGS
COMMENTARY ON FPR 7.27 AND 7.29
RULES
Chapter 3: How the court determines matrimonial and civil partnership proceedings
Stay of proceedings
Chapter 4: Court orders
Applications under section 10(2) of 1973 Act or section 48(2) of 2004 Act

PART 8: PROCEDURE FOR MISCELLANEOUS APPLICATIONS
COMMENTARY
Overview
Chapter 3: Application under Matrimonial Causes Act 1973, s 36 or ¶73 of Schedule 5 to the Civil Partnership Act 2004 for alteration of a
maintenance agreement after death of one party
Chapter 4: Application under s 17 of the Married Women’s Property Act 1882 or s 66 of the Civil Partnership Act 2004 for a question as to property
to be decided in summary way
Chapter 6: Application under s 13 of the Matrimonial and Family Proceedings Act 1984 or ¶4 of Schedule 7 to the Civil Partnership Act 2004 for
permission to apply for a financial remedy after overseas proceedings
Application must be made in the Family Court
Making the application
Application for permission to be made ex parte
The hearing
The test for grant of permission
Application to set aside or vary grant of permission
Chapter 7: Application for the transfer of a tenancy under s 53 of, and Sch 7 to, the Family Law Act 1996
Chapter 8: Applications for orders preventing avoidance under s 32L of the Child Support Act 1991
RULES
Chapter 1: Procedure

Procedure
Chapter 2: Application for corrected gender recognition certificate
Chapter 3: Application for alteration of maintenance agreement after death of one party
Scope of this Chapter
Who the parties are
Representative parties
Acknowledgment of service
Hearings may be in private
Chapter 4: Application for question as to property to be decided in summary way
Scope of this Chapter
Procedure
Where to start proceedings
Mortgagees as parties
Injunctions
Application of other rules
Chapter 5: Declarations
Chapter 6: Application for permission to apply for a financial remedy after overseas proceedings
Scope of this Chapter
How to start proceedings
Application without notice
Notification of hearing date
Hearings to be in private unless the court directs otherwise
Chapter 7: Application for the transfer of a tenancy under section 53 of, and Schedule 7 to, the 1996 Act
Scope of this Chapter
Where to start proceedings
Service of the application
Who the parties are
Orders for disclosure
Injunctions
Chapter 8: Applications for orders preventing avoidance under section 32L of the Child Support Act 1991
Scope of this Chapter
Interpretation
Who the parties are
Service of the application
Applications without notice
PRACTICE DIRECTION 8A: WHERE TO START CERTAIN PROCEEDINGS

PART 9: APPLICATIONS FOR A FINANCIAL REMEDY
COMMENTARY
Financial applications not covered by Part 9
Issuing the application
Procedure before the first appointment
First appointment
FDR
Bundles
Final hearing
Fast-track procedure
Interim relief
Consequential powers and consent orders
Estimates of costs and open proposals
Open proposals
Estimates of past and future costs
Costs in financial remedy proceedings
Pensions
Pre-action protocol
Applications to set aside
Forms
Disclosure of information from financial remedy proceedings into child support proceedings
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Chapter 1: Application and interpretation
Application
Interpretation
Chapter 2: Procedure for applications
When an Application for a financial order may be made
Where to start proceedings
Application for an order preventing a disposition
Application for interim orders
Application for periodical payments order at same rate as an order for maintenance pending suit
Application for periodical payments order at same rate as an order for maintenance pending outcome of proceedings
Application to set aside a financial remedy order
Standard and fast-track procedures for financial remedy proceedings
Chapter 3: Applications for financial remedies for children
Application by parent, guardian etc for financial remedy in respect of children
Children to be separately represented on certain applications
Chapter 4: Standard Procedure
Duties of the court and the applicant upon issuing an application
Service of application on mortgagees, trustees etc
Procedure before the first appointment

Duties of the court at the first appointment
After the first appointment
The FDR appointment
Chapter 5: Fast-Track Procedure
Duties of the court and the applicant upon filing an application
Procedure before the first hearing
Consideration of the application at the first hearing
Who the respondent is on an application under section 20 or section 20A of the 1978 Act or Part 6 of Schedule 6 to the 2004 Act
Duty to make entries in the court’s register
Chapter 6: General procedure
Power to order delivery up of possession etc.
Where proceedings may be heard
Applications for consent orders for financial remedy
Questions as to the court’s jurisdiction or whether the proceedings should be stayed
International Maintenance Obligations: Communication with the Central Authority for England and Wales
Adding or removing parties
Method of making periodical payments
Court officer to notify subsequent marriage or formation of civil partnership of a person entitled to payments under a maintenance order
Enforcement and apportionment where periodical payments are made under more than one order
Chapter 7: Estimates of costs
Estimates of Costs
Duty to make open proposals after a FDR appointment or where there has been no FDR appointment
Duty to make open proposals before a final hearing
Chapter 8: Pensions
Application and interpretation of this Chapter
What the party with pension rights must do when the court fixes a first appointment
Applications for pension sharing orders
Applications for consent orders for pension sharing
Applications for pension attachment orders
Applications for consent orders for pension attachment
Pension sharing orders or pension attachment orders
Duty of the court upon making a pension sharing order or a pension attachment order
Procedure where Pension Protection Fund becomes involved with the pension scheme
Chapter 9: Pension protection fund compensation
Application and interpretation of this Chapter
What the party with compensation rights must do when the court fixes a first appointment
Applications for pension compensation sharing orders
Applications for consent orders for pension compensation sharing
Applications for pension compensation attachment orders
Applications for consent orders for pension compensation attachment
Pension compensation sharing orders or pension compensation attachment orders
Duty of the court upon making a pension compensation sharing order or a pension compensation attachment order
Chapter 10: Communication of Information from Financial Remedy Proceedings
Communication of information: Practice Direction 9B
PRACTICE DIRECTION 9A: APPLICATION FOR A FINANCIAL REMEDY
Introduction
Pre-application protocol
Costs
Procedure before the first appointment
Financial Statements and other documents
Financial Dispute Resolution (FDR) Appointment
Consent orders
Section 10(2) of the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973 and section 48(2) of the Civil Partnership Act 2004
Maintenance Orders – registration in the family court
Pensions
PPF Compensation
Orders for payment in respect of legal services
Applications to set aside a financial remedy
Annex: pre-application protocol
PRACTICE DIRECTION 9B: COMMUNICATION OF INFORMATION FROM FINANCIAL REMEDY PROCEEDINGS
Communication of information by a party etc. for purposes relating to appeals under the Child Support Act 1991
Onward communication
Interpretation

PART 15: REPRESENTATION OF PROTECTED PARTIES
COMMENTARY
Definition of protected party
The test for determining incapacity
Procedure where an adult may be a protected party
Requirement to have a litigation friend
Children no longer dealt with in this Part
Counterpart to CPR Part 21
Litigation friend; deputy
Appointment of litigation friend without court order
Appointment of litigation friend by court order
Change of litigation friend
Fluctuation in a party’s capacity to conduct litigation
Ability of a protected party to give evidence as a witness

Compromise of proceedings involving a protected party
Where appointment of a litigation friend comes to an end
RULES
Application of this Part
Requirement for litigation friend in proceedings
Stage of proceedings at which a litigation friend becomes necessary
Who may be a litigation friend for a protected party without a court order
How a person becomes a litigation friend without a court order
How a person becomes a litigation friend by court order
Court’s power to change litigation friend and to prevent person acting as litigation friend
Appointment of litigation friend by court order – supplementary
Procedure where appointment of litigation friend comes to an end
PRACTICE DIRECTION 15A: PROTECTED PARTIES
General
Duties of the Litigation Friend
Becoming a Litigation Friend without a court order
Application for a court order appointing a litigation friend
Change of litigation friend and prevention of person acting as litigation friend
Procedure where the need for a litigation friend has come to an end
PRACTICE DIRECTION 15B: ADULTS WHO MAY BE PROTECTED PARTIES AND CHILDREN WHO MAY BECOME PROTECTED PARTIES IN FAMILY
PROCEEDINGS
What the court will do where an adult may be a protected party
Litigation capacity
Ability to give evidence as a witness
Instruction of an expert where an adult is a protected party
Factors to be considered when the court is deciding whether to give permission as mentioned in FPR 25.4(1) or (2)
Fluctuation in a party’s capacity to conduct litigation
Single joint experts
Child aged 16–17 who is the subject of the proceedings likely to lack relevant decision making capacity at age 18
Child who is not the subject of proceedings likely to lack capacity to conduct the proceedings when he or she reaches 18
Definition of “expert” and “children proceedings”

PART 17: STATEMENTS OF TRUTH
COMMENTARY
Overview
Definition of a statement of truth
Documents which must be verified
Penalties and other sanctions for false statements of truth
Consequences of failure to verify
RULES
Documents to be verified by a statement of truth
Failure to verify a statement of case
Failure to verify a witness statement
Power of the court to require a document to be verified
False statements
PRACTICE DIRECTION 17A: STATEMENTS OF TRUTH
Documents to be verified by a statement of truth
Form of the statement of truth
Who may sign the statement of truth
Inability of persons to read or sign documents to be verified by a statement of truth
Electronic signatures
Consequences of failure to verify
Penalty
Annex

PART 18: PROCEDURE FOR OTHER APPLICATIONS IN PROCEEDINGS
COMMENTARY
Overview
The application notice
Period of notice
Reference to judge
Disposal without a hearing
Disposal with a hearing
Without notice hearings
Proceeding in a party’s absence
Applications dismissed as being totally without merit
Costs
RULES
Types of application for which Part 18 procedure may be followed
Applications for permission to start proceedings
Respondents to applications under this Part
Application notice to be filed
Notice of an application
Time when an application is made

What an application notice must include
Service of a copy of an application notice
Applications which may be dealt with without a hearing
Service of application notice following court order where application made without notice
Application to set aside or vary order made without notice
Power of the court to proceed in the absence of a party
Dismissal of totally without merit applications
PRACTICE DIRECTION 18A: OTHER APPLICATIONS IN PROCEEDINGS
Application of Part 18
Additional requirements in relation to application notices
Other provisions in relation to application notices
Applications without service of application notice
Giving notice of an application
Pre-action applications
Telephone hearings
Video conferencing
Note of proceedings
Evidence
Consent orders
Other applications considered without a hearing
Miscellaneous
Costs

PART 19: ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURE FOR APPLICATIONS
COMMENTARY
Scope of FPR Part 19
Forms
Content of the application, and evidence
Dispute as to aptness of FPR Part 19
RULES
Types of application for which Part 19 procedure may be followed
Applications for which the Part 19 procedure must be followed
Contents of the application
Issue of application without naming respondents
Acknowledgment of service
Consequence of not filing an acknowledgment of service
Filing and serving written evidence
Evidence – general
Procedure where respondent objects to use of the Part 19 procedure
PRACTICE DIRECTION 19A: ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURE FOR APPLICATIONS
Types of application in which Part 19 procedure must be used
Types of application in which Part 19 procedure may be used
The application
Responding to the application
Managing the application
Evidence
Hearing

PART 20: INTERIM REMEDIES AND SECURITY FOR COSTS
COMMENTARY
CPR counterpart
Standard Orders
Allocation
Unspecified remedies
Specified remedies
Interim injunctions (FPR 20.2(1)(a))
Interim declarations (FPR 20.2(1)(b))
Detention, custody or preservation of property (FPR 20.2(1)(c)(i))
Inspection of property (FPR 20.2(1)(c)(ii))
Sale of property (FPR 20.2(1)(c)(v))
Freezing injunctions (FPR 20.2(1)(f))
Jurisdiction
Risk of dissipation
Ancillary orders
Post-judgment freezing orders
Exception for expenditure in the ordinary and proper course of business
Living expenses and legal costs allowance
De facto and shadow directors; control of a company
Notification injunction
Delay
Cross-examination of a party subject to a freezing order
Variation of a freezing injunction
Allocation
Sentencing guidelines
Provision of information about the location of property or assets (FPR 20.2(1)(g))
Search orders (FPR 20.2(1)(h))

Procedure on an application for an interim remedy
Form of order for an injunction
Mandatory undertakings by applicant
Undertakings in damages
Fortification of undertaking in damages
Inquiry into damages pursuant to undertaking
Applications made without notice: procedure
Urgent telephone hearings
Applications made without notice: principles
The duty of candour
Informal notice
Procedural fairness
Third parties affected by an order
Security for costs
Content and form of order for security for costs
Security for costs of an appeal
RULES
Chapter 1: Interim remedies
Orders for interim remedies
Time when an order for an interim remedy may be made
How to apply for an interim remedy
Interim injunction to cease if application is stayed
Chapter 2: Security for costs
Security for costs
Conditions to be satisfied
Security for costs of an appeal
PRACTICE DIRECTION 20A: INTERIM REMEDIES
Scope and jurisdiction
Making an application
Evidence
Urgent applications and applications without notice
Orders for injunctions
Search orders
Delivery up orders
Injunctions against third parties

PART 21: MISCELLANEOUS RULES ABOUT DISCLOSURE AND INSPECTION OF DOCUMENTS
COMMENTARY
Definitions
Types of order for disclosure in family proceedings
Orders for disclosure against a person not a party
Procedure
Form and content of order
Costs
Claim to withhold inspection or disclosure of a document
Resisting disclosure on ground of privilege against self-incrimination
Resisting disclosure on the ground of that it would contravene foreign law
Subsequent use of material disclosed under compulsion
Use of documents improperly obtained by one party from another
RULES
Interpretation
Orders for disclosure against a person not a party
Claim to withhold inspection or disclosure of a document
PRACTICE DIRECTION 21A: DISCLOSURE AND INSPECTION
Chapter 1: Orders for disclosure and inspection of documents
Interpretation
Types of order for disclosure in family proceedings

PART 22: EVIDENCE
COMMENTARY
Scope and CPR counterparts
Power to control evidence
Written evidence
Witness statements
Written evidence from witnesses who do not speak English
The form of a witness statement
The presentation and preparation of exhibits
The witness summary
Affidavits
Replies to questionnaires, further chronologies and schedules
Notice to admit facts
Hearings other than the final hearing
Final hearing
Evidence in chief
Oral evidence generally
Credibility

Demeanour
Failure to call a witness
Witness training
Use of witness statements for other purposes
RULES
Chapter 1: General rules
Power of court to control evidence
Evidence of witnesses – general rule
Evidence by video link or other means
Witness statements
Service of witness statements for use at the final hearing
Use at the final hearing of witness statements which have been served
Evidence at hearings other than the final hearing
Order for cross-examination
Witness summaries
Consequence of failure to serve witness statement
Cross-examination on a witness statement
Affidavit evidence
Form of affidavit
Affidavit made outside the jurisdiction
Notice to admit facts
Notice to admit or produce documents
Notarial acts and instruments
Chapter 2: Rules applying only to particular proceedings
Scope of this Chapter
Availability of witness statements for inspection during the final hearing
Use of witness statements for other purposes
PRACTICE DIRECTION 22A: WRITTEN EVIDENCE
Evidence in general
Affidavits and Witness Statements
Exhibits
Miscellaneous
Annex 1
Annex 2
Annex 3

PART 23: MISCELLANEOUS RULES ABOUT EVIDENCE
COMMENTARY
CPR counterparts
Hearsay evidence
Civil Evidence Act 1995
Hearsay rules in FPR Part 23
Use of plans, photographs and models, etc as evidence
Foreign law
Evidence of consent of trustee to act
Note of oral evidence in proceedings before justices
RULES
Scope and interpretation of this Part
Notice of intention to rely on hearsay evidence
Circumstances in which notice of intention to rely on hearsay evidence is not required
Power to call witness for cross-examination on hearsay evidence
Credibility
Use of plans, photographs and models etc as evidence
Evidence of finding on question of foreign law
Evidence of consent of trustee to act
Note of oral evidence

PART 24: WITNESSES AND DEPOSITIONS GENERALLY
COMMENTARY
Summary
Witness summonses
Witness summons to produce documents
Issue and service of witness summons
Setting aside and varying a witness summons
Bench warrants
Witnesses within the jurisdiction: depositions
Witnesses out of the jurisdiction
Brexit: transitional arrangements
Requests for assistance under the Crime (International Co-operation) Act 2003
Forms
RULES
Chapter 1: Witnesses and depositions
Scope of this Chapter
Witness summonses
Issue of a witness summons
Time for serving a witness summons

Who is to serve a witness summons
Right of witness to travelling expenses and compensation for loss of time
Evidence by deposition
Conduct of examination
Enforcing attendance of witness
Use of deposition at a hearing
Restrictions on subsequent use of deposition taken for the purpose of any hearing except the final hearing
Where a person to be examined is out of the jurisdiction – letter of request
Fees and expenses of examiner of the court
Examiners of the court
PRACTICE DIRECTION 24A: WITNESSES AND DEPOSITIONS GENERALLY
Witness summonses
Annex A

PART 25: EXPERTS AND ASSESSORS
COMMENTARY
Outline and background
Basic rules
The first basic rule: scope of expert evidence
The second basic rule: permission required
The third basic rule: necessity
Civil proceedings
The fourth basic rule: duties of experts
The fifth basic rule: SJE wherever possible
Before the permission application
Applying for permission
Instructions to the expert
Power of court to direct a party to provide information
Expert’s right to ask court for directions
Form and content of expert’s report
Written questions to an expert
Discussions between experts
Single joint experts
Use of an expert’s report, and attendance by an expert, at a hearing
Hot-tubbing
Action after the final hearing
Protected parties
Assessors
RULES
Interpretation
Experts – overriding duty to the court
Control of expert evidence in proceedings other than children proceedings
Further provisions about the court’s power to restrict expert evidence
When to apply for the court’s permission
What an application notice requesting the court’s permission must include
Where permission is granted
General requirement for expert evidence to be given in a written report
Written questions to experts
Court’s power to direct that evidence is to be given by a single joint expert
Instructions to a single joint expert
Power of court to direct a party to provide information
Contents of report
Use by one party of expert’s report disclosed by another
Discussions between experts
Expert’s right to ask court for directions
Copies of orders and other documents
Action after final hearing
Assessors
PRACTICE DIRECTION 25A: EXPERTS – EMERGENCIES AND PRE PROCEEDINGS INSTRUCTIONS
Introduction
Emergency and urgent cases
Pre-application instruction of experts
PRACTICE DIRECTION 25B: THE DUTIES OF AN EXPERT, THE EXPERT’S REPORT AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR AN EXPERT TO ATTEND COURT
Scope of this Practice Direction
The meaning of “expert”
The expert’s overriding duty
Particular duties of the expert
The requirement for the court’s permission
Preliminary enquiries which the expert should expect to receive
Balancing the needs of the court and those of the expert
The expert’s response to preliminary enquiries
Content of the expert’s report
Arrangements for experts to give evidence
PRACTICE DIRECTION 25C: CHILDREN PROCEEDINGS – THE USE OF SINGLE JOINT EXPERTS AND THE PROCESS LEADING TO AN EXPERT BEING
INSTRUCTED OR EXPERT EVIDENCE BEING PUT BEFORE THE COURT
Scope of this Practice Direction

Single joint experts
Preparation for the permission hearing
Letter of instruction
Annex A
PRACTICE DIRECTION 25D: FINANCIAL REMEDY PROCEEDINGS AND OTHER FAMILY PROCEEDINGS (EXCEPT CHILDREN PROCEEDINGS) – THE USE
OF SINGLE JOINT EXPERTS AND THE PROCESS LEADING TO EXPERT EVIDENCE BEING PUT BEFORE THE COURT
Scope of this Practice Direction
Single joint experts
The test for permission and preparation for the permission hearing
Letter of instruction
Adult who is a protected party
Asking the court to settle the letter of instruction to a single joint expert
PRACTICE DIRECTION 25E: DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN EXPERTS IN FAMILY PROCEEDINGS
Scope
Experts’ discussion or meeting: purpose
Experts’ discussion or meeting: arrangements
Court-directed meetings involving experts in public law Children Act cases
PRACTICE DIRECTION 25F: ASSESSORS IN FAMILY PROCEEDINGS
Scope of this Practice Direction
Appointment of assessors in family proceedings

PART 27: HEARINGS AND DIRECTIONS APPOINTMENTS
COMMENTARY
Outline
McKenzie Friends
Recusal
Barring a solicitor or barrister from acting
Requirement to attend all hearings
Excluding parties from a hearing
Continuing with a hearing when a party fails to attend
Setting aside an order following failure to attend
Late applications for adjournments
Court bundles
Preliminary documents
Page limits
Skeleton arguments: format
Lodging the bundle and preliminary documents
Bundle of authorities
Electronic bundles
Compliance
Pre-trial review
Final hearing
Allocation of hearings
Documents retained by the court
Recording, transcribing and reporting of proceedings
Hearings in private
The Judicial Proceedings (Regulation of Reports) Act 1926
Administration of Justice Act 1960, s 12
Access to private hearings by the media and legal bloggers, and orders for exclusion
Reporting restriction orders
Notice to the press where a reporting restriction order is to be sought
Form of order
Further guidance
Legal bloggers
Financial remedy appeals
Anonymity and private hearings in civil proceedings
Access to the court file
RULES
Application of this Part
Reasons for a decision: proceedings before a lay justice or justices
Attendance at hearing or directions appointment
Proceedings in the absence of a party
Application to set aside judgment or order following failure to attend
Court bundles and place of filing of documents and bundles
Representation of companies or other corporations
Impounded documents
Recording, transcription and informal notes of proceedings
Hearings in private
Attendance at private hearings
PRACTICE DIRECTION 27A: FAMILY PROCEEDINGS: COURT BUNDLES (UNIVERSAL PRACTICE TO BE APPLIED IN THE HIGH COURT AND FAMILY
COURT)
Application of the practice direction
Responsibility for the preparation of the bundle
Contents of the bundle
Format of the bundle
Timetable for preparing and lodging the bundle

Lodging the bundle
Lodging the bundle – additional requirements for Family Division or Family Court cases being heard at the RCJ
Removing and re-lodging the bundle
Time estimates
Taking cases out of the list
Penalties for failure to comply with the practice direction
Commencement of the practice direction and application of other practice directions
PRACTICE DIRECTION 27B: ATTENDANCE OF MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES AT HEARINGS IN FAMILY PROCEEDINGS
1 Introduction
2 Matters unchanged by the rule
3 Aims of the guidance
4 Identification of media representatives as “accredited”
5 Exercise of the discretion to exclude media representatives from all or part of the proceedings
6 Applications to exclude media representatives from all or part of proceedings

PART 28: COSTS
COMMENTARY
Background: The Jackson Review of Civil Litigation Costs
Proportionality
Basic rule in financial remedy proceedings
Application of the CPR regime
Costs in the excepted proceedings
CPR Part 36 and Calderbank offers
Litigation misconduct
Costs in mainstream financial remedy proceedings
Issue-based costs awards in mainstream proceedings
Unpaid costs and excessive costs
Financial effect of costs order
Procedure
Provisions common to both regimes
Payment on account
Summary assessment
Stay of an award of costs
Basis of assessment: standard or indemnity
Costs for and against legally aided parties
Pro bono and litigant in person costs
Costs against a non-party
Wasted costs orders
Interest on costs awards judgments
Costs judgment in a currency other than sterling
Costs allowance: the LSPO
RULES
Costs
Application of other rules
Costs in financial remedy proceedings
PRACTICE DIRECTION 28A: COSTS
Application and modification of the CPR
Application and modification of the Practice Directions supplementing CPR Parts 44 to 47
General interpretation of references in CPR
Costs in financial remedy proceedings

PART 29: MISCELLANEOUS
COMMENTARY
Basic rule
Personal details (FPR 29.1)
Disclosure of information under the Child Support Act 1991 (FPR 29.2)
Method of giving notice (FPR 29.3)
Withdrawal of applications in proceedings (FPR 29.4)
Human Rights Act 1998 (FPR 29.5)
Judicial acts
Stamping or sealing court documents (FPR 29.7)
Standard requirements concerning judgments and orders (FPR 29.10)
Drawing up and filing of judgments and orders (FPR 29.11)
Access to and inspection of documents retained in court (FPR 29.12)
Orders made in open court
The rule in financial remedy proceedings
Civil proceedings
Service of judgments and orders (FPR 29.13)
Power to require judgment or order to be served on a party as well as the party’s solicitor (FPR 29.14)
When judgment or order takes effect (FPR 29.15)
Correction of errors in judgments and orders (FPR 29.16)
Transfer of proceedings (FPR 29.17)
Application for change of area (FPR 29.18)
Allocation of proceedings to another level of judge (FPR 29.19)
Interest on judgments
Interest on judgments in a currency other than sterling

RULES
Personal details
Disclosure of information under the 1991 Act
Method of giving notice
Withdrawal of applications in proceedings
The Human Rights Act 1998
Stamping or sealing court documents
Standard requirements
Drawing up and filing of judgments and orders
Access to and inspection of documents retained in court
Service of judgments and orders
Power to require judgment or order to be served on a party as well as the party’s solicitor
When judgment or order takes effect
Correction of errors in judgments and orders
Transfer of proceedings
Application for change of area
Allocation of proceedings to another level of judge
PRACTICE DIRECTION 29A: HUMAN RIGHTS, JOINING THE CROWN
Section 4 of the Human Rights Act 1998
Section 9 of the Human Rights Act 1998
PRACTICE DIRECTION 29B: HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 1998
Citation of authorities
Allocation to judges
PRACTICE DIRECTION 29C: TRANSFER OF PROCEEDINGS FROM THE FAMILY COURT TO THE HIGH COURT

PART 30: APPEALS
COMMENTARY
Overview
Appeals in the Family Court: the framework
Appeals in the High Court: the framework
Appeals against allocation decisions
Permission to appeal: scope
Clarification of the first instance decision
Permission to appeal: the test
Making the application for permission
Appellant’s and respondent’s notices and grounds of appeal
Refusal of permission
Role of the respondent at the permission stage
Limited or conditional permission
Variation and extensions of time and applications for permission to appeal out of time
Striking out appeal notice and setting aside or imposing conditions on permission to appeal
Strike out
Conditions
Debarring (Hadkinson) orders
Setting aside permission
Appeals against case management decisions
Stay pending appeal
Hearing in public or private?
Appellate test
‘Wrong’ test
‘Serious irregularity’ test
Appeal hearing: review or rehearing?
Fresh evidence on appeal
Powers of the appeal court
Appeals against consent orders
Second appeals and the Court of Appeal’s residual jurisdiction
Assignment of appeals to the Court of Appeal and reopening of final appeals
Specific appeals
Summary assessment of costs
Forms
RULES
Scope and interpretation
Parties to comply with the practice direction
Permission
Appellant’s notice
Respondent’s notice
Grounds of appeal
Variation of time
Stay
Amendment of appeal notice
Striking out appeal notices and setting aside or imposing conditions on permission to appeal
Appeal court’s powers
Hearing of appeals
Appeal court’s power to order that hearing of appeal be held in public
Assignment of appeals to the Court of Appeal
Reopening of final appeals

PRACTICE DIRECTION 30A: APPEALS
Application and interpretation
Routes of appeal
Notes
Grounds for appeal
Permission to appeal
Allocation-appropriate procedure
Appellant’s notice
Documents: appeals to the High Court
Documents: appeals to the family court or the High Court
Procedure after permission is obtained
Respondent
Appeals to the High Court
Appeals to a county court
Appeals to the family court from decisions in child support proceedings under section 111A of the Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980 (“the 1980 Act”)
Appeals to the family court from the Secretary of State: Deduction order appeals
Appeals against pension orders and pension compensation sharing orders
Applications
Appeals against consent orders
Disposing of applications or appeals by consent
Allowing unopposed appeals or applications on paper
Summary assessment of costs
Reopening of final appeals
Schedule 2
PRACTICE DIRECTION 30B: APPEALS – TRANSPARENCY
Introduction
Routes of appeal
Documents to be provided to court reporters at the hearing of an appeal

PART 32: REGISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF ORDERS
COMMENTARY
Summary
Maintenance Orders Act 1950, Part II
Registration of English and Welsh maintenance orders
Effects of registration
Procedure
Registration of Scottish and Northern Irish orders in England
Variation and discharge of registered orders
Enforcement
Maintenance Orders Act 1958, Part I
Registration of a High Court order in the Family Court
Variation and discharge of registered orders
Cancellation of registration
Chapter V: Ability of a court officer to take enforcement proceedings in relation to certain orders for periodical payments
Transitional provisions
Forms
RULES
Chapter 1: Scope and interpretation of this Part
Scope and interpretation
Chapter 2: Registration etc. of orders under the 1950 Act
Section 1: Interpretation of this Chapter
Interpretation
Section 2: Registration etc of High Court and family court orders
Registration of a High Court order
Notice of Variation etc. of a High Court order
Cancellation of registration of a High Court order by the court of registration
Cancellation of registration of a High Court order by the High Court
Application of this Chapter to a family court order
Variation of a family court order: section 22(1) of the 1950 Act
Application to adduce evidence: section 22(5) of the 1950 Act
Section 3: Registration etc. of Scottish and Northern Irish orders
Registration of Scottish and Northern Irish orders
Application to adduce evidence: sections 21(2) and 22(5) of the 1950 Act
Notice of variation etc. of Scottish and Northern Irish orders
Variation of Scottish and Northern Irish orders by the family court
Cancellation of registration of Scottish and Northern Irish orders
Payments under a maintenance order registered in the family court
Enforcement
Inspection of register and copies of order
Notices and certificates: section 19(4), 20(1) and 24(5) and (5A) of the 1950 Act
Chapter 3: Registration of maintenance orders under the 1958 Act
Interpretation
Registration of orders – prescribed period
Application for registration of a maintenance order in the family court – procedure in the High Court
Application for registration of a maintenance order in the family court – procedure in the family court
Registration in the family court of an order registered in the High Court – procedure in the High Court
Registration in the family court of an order registered in the High Court – procedure in the family court
Variation or discharge of an order registered in the family court – procedure in the High Court

Variation, remission, discharge or cancellation of registration of an order registered in the family court – procedure in the family court
Cancellation of registration – orders registered in the family court
Notices: payments made through the family court
Method of payment
Variation of method of payment
Notices received from another court or from a person entitled to payments
Chapter 4: Registration and enforcement of custody orders under the 1986 Act
Chapter 5: Ability of a court officer to take enforcement proceedings in relation to certain orders for periodical payments
Court officers and enforcement proceedings
PRACTICE DIRECTION 32A: FORMS RELATING TO PART 32

PART 33: ENFORCEMENT
COMMENTARY
Overview
Enforcement in the Family Court
Applying to enforce without specifying the method
Enforcement and N-CDR
Enforcement of undertakings for the payment of money
CPR Part 70 (General rules about enforcement of judgments and orders)
Judgment summons
Judgment summons: sentence
Appointment of a receiver
Other enforcement methods
Stay of enforcement pending determination of a variation application
Enforcement against pensions
Enforcement against overseas assets
Hadkinson relief
Forms and orders
RULES
Chapter 1: General rules
Application
Section 1: Enforcement of orders for the payment of money
Application of the Civil Procedure Rules
How to apply
Transfer of orders
Section 2: Committal and injunction
Enforcement of orders by way of committal
Chapter 2: Committal by way of judgment summons
Interpretation
Application
Judgment summons
Successive judgment summonses
Order or summons to attend adjourned hearing: requirement for personal service
Committal on application for judgment summons
Expenses
Orders for the benefit of different persons
Hearing of judgment summons
Special provisions as to judgment summonses in the High Court
Chapter 3: Attachment of earnings
Enforcement by attachment of earnings order
Chapter 4: Warrant of control
Applications to vary existing orders
Chapter 5: Court’s power to appoint a receiver
Application of the CPR
Chapter 6: Orders to obtain information from judgment debtors
Application of the CPR
Chapter 7: Third party debt orders
Application of the CPR
Chapter 8: Charging order, stop order, stop notice
Application for a charging order, stop order or stop notice
PRACTICE DIRECTION 33A: ENFORCEMENT OF UNDERTAKINGS
Enforcement of undertaking to do or abstain from doing any act other than the payment of money
Enforcement of undertaking for the payment of money

PART 34: RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF MAINTENANCE ORDERS
COMMENTARY
Overview
Chapter 1: The Maintenance Orders (Facilities for Enforcement) Act 1920 (‘the 1920 Act’)
Chapter 2: The Maintenance Orders (Reciprocal Enforcement) Act 1972, Part 1 (‘the 1972 Act’)
Reciprocating countries
Hague Convention countries
The United States of America
Chapter 3: The Civil Jurisdiction and Judgments Act 1982 and international instruments
Maintenance Regulation
Concept of maintenance
1968 Brussels Convention and Brussels I Regulation

1988 and 2007 Lugano Conventions
Regulation creating an EEO
2007 Hague Convention
Tracing Payers Overseas
Forms
RULES
Scope and interpretation of this Part
Meaning of prescribed officer in the family court
Registration of maintenance orders in the family court
Chapter 1: Enforcement of maintenance orders under the Maintenance Orders (Facilities for Enforcement) Act 1920
Interpretation
Confirmation of provisional orders made in a reciprocating country
Payment of sums due under registered orders
Collection and enforcement of sums due under registered orders
Prescribed notice for the taking of further evidence
Transmission of maintenance orders made in a reciprocating country to the High Court
Transmission of maintenance orders made in the High Court to a reciprocating country
Inspection of the register in the High Court
Chapter 2: Enforcement of maintenance orders under Part 1 of the 1972 Act
Interpretation
Scope
Section 1: Reciprocal enforcement of maintenance orders under Part 1 of the 1972 Act
Application for transmission of maintenance order to reciprocating country
Certification of evidence given on provisional orders
Confirmation of a provisional order made in a reciprocating country
Consideration of revocation of a provisional order made by the family court
Notification of variation or revocation of a maintenance order by the High Court or the family court
Notification of confirmation, variation or revocation of a maintenance order by the family court
Taking of evidence for court in reciprocating country
Request for the taking of evidence by a court in a reciprocating country
Transmission of documents
Method of payment under registered orders
Enforcement of payments under registered orders
Notification of registration and cancellation
Section 2: Modification of rules in Section 1 of this Chapter
Sub-section 2: Hague Convention countries
Application of Section 1 of this Chapter to the Hague Convention Countries
Sub-section 3: United States of America
Application of Section 1 of this Chapter to the United States of America
Section 3: Proceedings in a Hague Convention Country or in the United States of America
Notification of proceedings in a Hague Convention Country or in the United States of America
Section 4: Reciprocal enforcement of claims for the recovery of maintenance
Interpretation
Dismissal of an application under section 27A of the 1972 Act or application for variation
Application for recovery of maintenance in England and Wales: section 27B of the 1972 Act
Application under section 26(1) or (2) of the 1972 Act and certificate under section 26(3A) of the 1972 Act: registration
Registration of an order: sections 27C(7) and 32(3) and (6) of the 1972 Act
Payments made to the family court
Method of payment
Application under section 34 of the 1972 Act: variation or revocation
Application under section 35 of the 1972 Act: variation or revocation
Request under section 38(1) of the 1972 Act to the family court
Request under section 38(1) of the 1972 Act to the officer of the court
Onward transmission of documents
Chapter 3: Enforcement of maintenance orders under the 2007 Hague Convention
Application of this Chapter
Section 1: Registration and Enforcement in a Magistrates’ Court of Maintenance Orders made in a State bound by the 2007 Hague Convention
Registration of maintenance orders
Appeal from a decision relating to registration
Payment of sums due under a registered order
Enforcement of payments under registered orders
Variation and revocation of registered orders
Registered order: payer residing in an area covered by a different Maintenance Enforcement Business Centre
Cancellation of registered orders
Directions as to stays, documents and translations
International Maintenance Obligations; Communication with the Central Authority for England and Wales
Section 2: Reciprocal enforcement in a Contracting State of Orders of a court in England and Wales
Admissibility of Documents
Enforcement of orders of the family court
Enforcement of orders of the High Court or the family court
PRACTICE DIRECTION 34A: RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF MAINTENANCE ORDERS
Noting Record of Means of Payment
Notification by court officer
Applications under section 2 of the 1920 Act
Applications under section 2 of the 1972 Act (rule 34.14)
Transitional Provision in respect of the United States of America
Notification to the Lord Chancellor
Notification of means of enforcement
Certified copies of orders issued under rules 34.39 and 34.40
Countries and Territories in which Sums are Payable through Crown Agents for Overseas Governments and Territories (rule 34.23)

Part 1 of the 1972 Act – Modified Rules
Annex 1: Application of Section 1 of Chapter 2 of Part 34 to the Republic of Ireland
Annex 2: Application of Section 1 of Chapter 2 of Part 34 to the Hague Convention Countries
Annex 3: Application of Section 1 of Chapter 2 of Part 34 to the United States of America
PRACTICE DIRECTION 34B: PRACTICE NOTE (TRACING PAYERS OVERSEAS)
PRACTICE DIRECTION 34C: APPLICATIONS FOR RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT TO OR FROM EUROPEAN UNION MEMBER STATES
1 Introduction
2 Relationship between the Maintenance Regulation and other international instruments
3 Application of the Maintenance Regulation rules to recognition, registration and enforcement in England and Wales of an order from another
Member State
4 Application of the Maintenance Regulation to recognition and enforcement of a maintenance order from England and Wales in another Member
State
5 Transitional cases
PRACTICE DIRECTION 34D: FORM RELATING TO PART 34
PRACTICE DIRECTION 34E: RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF MAINTENANCE ORDERS – DESIGNATED FAMILY JUDGE AREAS
Maintenance Enforcement Business Centres, Designated Family Judge areas and Designated Family Courts
Taking of evidence for court in reciprocating country
Notification of proceedings in a Hague Convention Country or in the United States of America
Registration of maintenance orders
Appeal from a decision relating to registration
Registered order: payer residing in an area covered by a different Maintenance Enforcement Business Centre

PART 36: TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS AND PILOT SCHEMES
COMMENTARY
Transitional provisions under FPR Part 36 and PD 36A
Pilot Schemes
RULES
Transitional provisions
Pilot schemes
Temporary modifications for coronavirus or other emergency
PRACTICE DIRECTION 36J: PILOT SCHEME: TRANSPARENCY (ATTENDANCE AT HEARINGS IN PRIVATE)
Scope and interpretation
Purpose of the Pilot Scheme
Modification of the Family Procedure Rules and supporting practice directions during operation of the Pilot Scheme
Modification of rule 27.11 of the Family Procedure Rules 2010
Modification of Practice Direction 27C
PRACTICE DIRECTION 36N: PILOT SCHEME: PROCEDURE FOR ONLINE FILING AND PROGRESSION OF CERTAIN APPLICATIONS FOR A FINANCIAL
REMEDY IN CONNECTION WITH CERTAIN PROCEEDINGS FOR A MATRIMONIAL ORDER
Scope and interpretation
Purpose of this Pilot Scheme
Modification or disapplication of the FPR and Practice Directions during the operation of the Pilot Scheme
Modification of Part 2 FPR
Modification of Part 3 FPR
Modification of Part 5 FPR
Modification of Part 9 FPR
Modification of Part 29 FPR
Modification of Practice Direction 3A
Modification of Practice Direction 6A
Modification of Practice Direction 9A
PRACTICE DIRECTION 36R: PILOT PROVISION: MODIFICATION OF PRACTICE DIRECTIONS 2C, 5B AND 12A – CORONAVIRUS
Scope and interpretation
PRACTICE DIRECTION 36T: PILOT PROVISION: PROCEEDING BY ELECTRONIC MEANS: PROCEDURE FOR AN APPLICATION FOR A CONSENT ORDER
FOR A FINANCIAL REMEDY IN CONNECTION WITH DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS

Part 37: Applications and Proceedings in Relation to Contempt of Court
COMMENTARY
Overview
Committal powers of the High Court and Family Court
Procedural safeguards
Waiver of procedural defects
Permission to bring contempt proceedings
The contempt application
Requirements of the application
Requirement for a penal notice
Service of the order
Service of the contempt application
Representation and legal aid etc.
Evidence
Striking out for abuse of process, etc.
Directions and the hearing of the application
Proceeding in the absence of the respondent
Recusal

Sentence
Application for discharge
Appeals
Forms and orders
RULES
Interpretation
How to make a contempt application
Requirements of a contempt application
Service of a contempt application
Cases where no application is made
Directions for hearing of contempt proceedings
Hearings and judgments in contempt proceedings
Powers of the court in contempt proceedings
Applications to discharge committal orders
PRACTICE DIRECTION 37A: APPLICATIONS AND PROCEEDINGS IN RELATION TO CONTEMPT OF COURT
Directions for hearings of contempt proceedings
Hearings and judgments in contempt proceedings

PART 39: ATTACHMENT OF EARNINGS
COMMENTARY
Overview
Allocation
Forms and orders
RULES
Chapter I: General
Application of this Part
Interpretation of this Part
Search of court records
Chapter 2: Securing Payments Under a Maintenance Order in the Family Court – Attachment of Earnings Order
Where to apply
Application for an attachment of earnings order
Service and reply
Notice to the debtor’s employer
Attachment of earnings order
Failure by debtor
Enforcement under section 23(1) of the 1971 Act
Suspended committal order
Costs
Contents and service of the order
Application to determine whether particular payments are earnings
Notice that an order has ceased to have effect
Variation and discharge by the court of its own initiative
Change of Designated Family Judge area
Exercise of power to obtain statement of earnings etc.
Offences
Permission to enforce arrears
Chapter 3: Securing Payments Under a Maintenance Order in the High Court – Attachment of Earnings Order

PART 40: CHARGING ORDER, STOP ORDER, STOP NOTICE
COMMENTARY
Overview
Allocation
Forms and orders
Orders for sale
RULES
Chapter 1: General
Application of this Part
Interpretation of this Part
Chapter 2: Charging Orders
Scope of this Chapter
Application for a charging order
Interim charging order
Service of an interim charging order
Effect of interim charging order in relation to securities
Further consideration of the application
Discharge or variation of order
Chapter 3: Stop Orders
Interpretation
Application for a stop order
Stop order relating to securities
Variation or discharge of order
Chapter 4: Stop Notices
General
Request for a stop notice
Effect of a stop notice
Amendment of a stop notice

Withdrawal of a stop notice
Discharge or variation of a stop notice
Practice Direction
PRACTICE DIRECTION 40A: CHARGING ORDERS, STOP ORDERS AND STOP NOTICES
Section I – Charging Orders
Applicant and application notice – rules 40.2 and 40.4
High Court and family court jurisdiction
Change of location
Enforcement of charging orders by sale
Charging orders made against partnership property
Section II – Stop Notices
Section III – Applications for Orders Made Under Section 23 of the Partnership Act 1890
Appendix: Stop Notice

PART 41: PROCEEDING BY ELECTRONIC MEANS
COMMENTARY
Overview
The online system: conditions
Steps to which the online system applies
Making an online application
Timing, service by email and statements of truth
Forms and orders
RULES
PRACTICE DIRECTION 41B: PROCEEDING BY ELECTRONIC MEANS: PROCEDURE FOR AN APPLICATION FOR A CONSENT ORDER FOR A FINANCIAL
REMEDY IN CONNECTION WITH DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS
A. Scope of This Practice Direction
B. Relationship Between the Family Procedure Rules and This Practice Direction
C. Procedure When Proceeding by Electronic Means Via the Online System
PRACTICE DIRECTION 41C: PROCEEDING BY ELECTRONIC MEANS: APPEALS IN FAMILY PROCEEDINGS HEARD IN THE HIGH COURT
General
Types of appeal proceedings which may proceed by electronic means
Steps which may be taken by electronic means: outline
Application of the FPR and supporting practice directions
Proceeding by electronic means
The online case management system and alternative filing methods
Original documents
General rules regarding issue and filing
Payment of fees
Electronic sealing
Service
Transfer of proceedings and file transmission
Applications in proceedings
Case and cost management and other directions
Bundles for hearings
Security
GLOSSARY
Scope
EXPLANATORY NOTE
PRACTICE DIRECTION: PRACTICE DIRECTIONS RELATING TO FAMILY PROCEEDINGS IN FORCE BEFORE 6TH APRIL 2011 WHICH SUPPORT THE
FAMILY PROCEDURE RULES 2010
Introduction and the Existing Practice Directions
Application of Practice Direction 23B of the Civil Procedure Rules 1998
Annex
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Table of Judicial Practice Directions and Guidance
Table of Statutes
Table of Statutory Instruments
Table of European and International Material
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